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Education Under Siege:  
Race, Poverty, and the  
Mania of Testing in our  
Public Schools

Elaine Lipschutz Biennial Lecture 

Thursday 
November 3, 2011 
5:30pm 
Vassar Chapel

Jonathan Kozol  
gave up the prospect of a promising 
and secure career within the academic 
world, moved from Harvard Square into 
a impoverished black neighborhood 
of Boston, and became a fourth grade 
teacher. He has gone on to devote 
nearly half a century to the increasingly 
complex and urgent issues facing pub-
lic education and to the challenge of 
providing equal opportunity within our 
public schools to every child, of what-
ever racial origin or economic level. 
Kozol is now the most widely read and 
highly honored education writer in 
America.

Funded by the Dean of the Faculty at Vassar College and co-sponsored 
by the college’s Education, Campus Life/Religious and Spiritual Life, 
Sociology, Political Science, Psychology, Urban Studies, and American 
Culture Departments and Offices, in partnership with the  
Justice for All Speakers Forum (a Hudson Valley coalition of  
congregations and community organizations).


